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Why do so many people believe in powerful, moralizing gods and engage in costly, complex rituals
linked to these gods? Why has the character of these religious beliefs, commitments and rituals
changed so dramaƟcally over the course of human history? OperaƟng within a broad evoluƟonary framework, we argue that intergroup compeƟƟon operaƟng over centuries and millennia has
gradually assembled cultural packages that include beliefs in increasingly potent, moralizing supernatural agents, ritual pracƟces that deepen faith, and other psychologically acƟve elements
that foster social solidarity, sustain internal harmony, increase ferƟlity and promote large-scale
cooperaƟon.
Dr. Henrich (UCLA, Anthropology, 1999) is currently a Professor of Human EvoluƟonary Biology at Harvard University. Before moving to Harvard, he was a professor of both Economics and Psychology at the University of British Columbia, where he held the Canada Research Chair in Culture, CogniƟon and CoevoluƟon. In 2004, he won
the United States’ PresidenƟal Early Career Award for young scienƟsts, and, in 2009, the Early Career Award for
DisƟnguished ContribuƟons bestowed by the Human Behavior and EvoluƟon Society His latest book is The Secret
of Our Success: How culture is driving human evoluƟon, domesƟcaƟng our species, and making us smart.

Cultures, Minds and Medicines
Cultures, Minds and Medicines aims to bring together scholars from the social sciences, humanities, medicine and
bioscience and technology to explore the ways that health and illness are made through complex social forces.
We aim for informal, interactive sessions, full of debate and good will. We will meet every other week on Wednesday evening 5:30-7:00, for dinner and conversation. Talks will take place in Anthropology, Building 50, 51A (Conference room).
We are able to oﬀer graduate students, medical students and residents a certificate in “Cultures, Minds and Medicines,” supported through the Institute for Research in the Social Sciences. iriss.stanford.edu/cmm

